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HOUSE RESOLUTION 76  

By  Clemmons 

 

 
A RESOLUTION to honor the memory of Howard Stringer of 

Nashville. 

 WHEREAS, the members of this General Assembly were greatly saddened to learn of 

the passing of Howard Stringer; and 

 WHEREAS, Howard Stringer was an exemplary public servant and consummate 

professional who worked assiduously to improve the quality of life for his fellow citizens in 

numerous capacities; and 

 WHEREAS, a native of Brooklyn, New York, Howard Stringer was born on March 25, 

1930; he graduated from the Fashion Institute of Technology, where he studied industrial 

engineering and business administration; and 

WHEREAS, he furthered his education at Brooklyn College and proudly served in the 

United States Army during the Korean War; and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Stringer served with acumen and alacrity as president and chair of 

Colonial Corporation of America, an apparel manufacturing company; under his leadership, the 

company located twenty of its forty factories in Tennessee, where Mr. Stringer was instrumental 

in integrating the workforce; and 

 WHEREAS, a prominent community leader and philanthropist devoted to helping 

nonprofit organizations succeed, Howard Stringer donated his many talents to such 

organizations as the Nashville Symphony, the Nashville Ballet, The Community Foundation of 

Middle Tennessee, the Legal Aid Society, Alive Hospice, the Sexual Assault Center, Health 

Assist Tennessee, the Grace M. Eaton Day Care and Early Learning Center, and the Mayor’s 

Committee on Early Childhood Education; and 

WHEREAS, in addition to his work with nonprofit organizations, Mr. Stringer had a 

profound impact on Nashville’s Jewish community; he helped found Congregation Micah, a  
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Reform synagogue that he served faithfully for many years as president and chair of the building 

committee; and 

 WHEREAS, in recognition of his outstanding career achievements, Howard Stringer 

received the Henry C. Ritter Award from the Fashion Institute of Technology; and 

 WHEREAS, Mr. Stringer was well known for his appreciation of fine art; along with his 

wife, Howard Stringer amassed one of Nashville's finest private collections of art, including 

paintings, sculpture, art glass, and Southwest American pottery and featuring works by Claes 

Oldenburg, Andy Warhol, Alex Katz, Franz Kline, Frank Stella, Louise Nevelson, and Robert 

Kushner along with glass artists Michael Glancy, Dale Chihuly, and Harvey Littleton; and   

WHEREAS, Howard Stringer was also deeply devoted to his family, and he always 

endeavored to remain true to family values of the highest order; and 

 WHEREAS, he enjoyed the loving companionship of his wife of nearly forty-five years, 

Hope Stringer, and was the proud father of five children: Bonnie Stringer, Wendy Brooks, Brett 

Stringer, Gregg Stringer, and Holly (Steve) Schmadeke; and the loving grandfather of five 

grandchildren: Noah (Alison) Brooks, Anna Catherine Brooks, Miriam Brooks, Aaron 

Schmadeke, and Grant Schmadeke; and 

 WHEREAS, in addition to his wife and children, Howard Stringer is survived by his 

brothers, James (Bonnie) Friedman and Monte (Trina) Friedman; and 

WHEREAS, he was preceded in death by his mother, Kate Friedman, and his brother, 

Edward Stringer; and 

WHEREAS, Howard Stringer leaves behind an indelible legacy of integrity and probity in 

public life, compassion and loyalty in private life, and diligence and dedication in all his chosen 

endeavors; and 

 WHEREAS, it is fitting that the members of this General Assembly should pause to 

remember the bountiful life of this exceptional public servant and human being; now, therefore, 

 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ONE HUNDRED 

TENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, that we honor the memory 

of Howard Stringer, reflecting fondly upon his impeccable character and his stalwart 

commitment to living the examined life with courage and conviction. 
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 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that we express our sympathy and offer our condolences 

to the family of Mr. Stringer. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared 

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy. 


